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different communities, within the Scandinavian countries, it is
doubtless well within the mark to say that on an average all that
went into this viking traffic, in equipment, supplies and personnel,
is to be counted as a total loss* So that, economically speaking, it is
a sheer drain on the resources and productive capacity of the
^communities concerned; which argues, among other things, that
they must have been in such a position, in respect of productive
efficiency, as to be able to afford this systematic waste without
serious weakening through the centuries of its duration. That
there was no serious decline of the country's industrial capacity
during this era is evidenced, e.g., by the fact that the viking enter-
prise itself went on uninterruptedly advancing, in the volume and
character of its equipment, down to the period of its collapse
in the early eleventh century.
Now, it is Scandinavian life in the viking age, so called, that
is immediately reflected in the Icelandic material, and what is
reflected in the way of use and wont and institutional precon-
ceptions will be not the untroubled prehistoric situation of remoter
antiquity, but this prehistoric culture as it stands after the archaic
state of society has suffered whatever measure of change this
growth of piracy may indicate, or that may have been induced
by it or by the causes that brought it about.
Some slight account of the place which the viking traffic held
in the interest of the community, therefore, and of the manner
in which it fitted into their workday life, may serve to show
roughly what measure of weighting or allowance is necessary
on this score in making use of the available material. As it typi-
cally comes in sight in its simpler and apparently earlier phases
the viking traffic is an enterprise of adventurous young men,
commonly the sons of substantial farmers, who have the means
at their disposal for the equipment of such an expedition j though
it should be noted that something like an extension of credit may
sometimes be involved in the outfitting of a viking crew. The
crew may be made up of volunteers who combine their means,
or of these young country gentlemen of means spoken of* to-